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ABOUT THE BOOK
Violet starts her life in the Jewel as a surrogate after being bought at auction
by the Duchess of the Lake, royalty from one of the four ruling houses of the
Lone City. Coming from the Marsh, the poorest of the five circles of society,
Violet must look beyond the beauty and opulence of the Jewel to navigate its
dangerous culture of domination and death. Violet (now called #197) must
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submit to the Duchess’s wishes while struggling with her own loss of freedom.
Her only hope of surviving the cruel fate as a surrogate is to escape. When
a forbidden love affair with a young man working as a companion for the
Duchess complicates matters, Violet must make some difficult choices. Who
and what will she willingly sacrifice for her freedom?

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. O
 nce sold at auction, surrogates of the Jewel become property of the
royalty and forfeit all freedom of choice. Has anyone or anything
ever curtailed your ability to make your own choices? How did this
make you feel?
2. S
 urrogates are given a number to replace their name. What message
was the royalty sending to the surrogates? How did Violet feel being
identified as a number?
3. W
 hen Violet plays her cello, she is transported to a special place
where she feels “free, really free” (p. 225). Explain what she means
by this. Why does music have the power to move people emotionally?
4. T
 he laws of the Jewel restrict the royalty to having only two children
(one boy and one girl). Should procreation be legislated? Would you
want to live in a society with such a policy?
5. T
 he Duchess of the Lake says that “hope is a precious thing”
(p. 248). Discuss the characters who were hopeful about changing
the future and those who have lost hope.
6. T
 he Duchess of the Lake believes Violet will produce an exceptional
daughter who will be a perfect match for the future Exetor. What
old score is she trying to settle? Why is this match so important to
her? What did she mean when she said, “Men cannot be trusted”
(p. 247)?
7. V
 iolet asserts that she would rather live with her family in poverty
than enjoy the luxuries of the Jewel alone. Could Violet achieve true
happiness in the Marsh, the poorest tier of society? Why or why not?

8. D
 r. Blythe lies to Violet when he tells her that the surrogates are
sterilized after giving birth and live in a facility for the remainder of
their lives. What really happens to them? Do you think sometimes
it’s better not knowing the truth? Has there been a time when
you were lied to for your own good? How did you feel when you
discovered the truth?
9. L
 ucien offers Violet freedom, but she has to promise her loyalty.
Was he right to trust her? Does she disappoint him? Have you ever
betrayed someone’s trust? How did it make you feel?
10. V
 iolet throws caution aside to be with Ash. She believes her decision
“comes from a place . . . without logic or fear” (p. 251). Have you
ever made choices more with your heart than your head? Did you
regret them afterward? What is the difference between doing the
“right” thing and the “smart” thing?
11. C
 ontrast the reflection Violet sees in the mirror before the Auction
with her image before the Winter Ball. How is she different? What
contributed to this change?
12. V
 iolet chooses to save her best friend Raven’s life at the expense
of her own life and possibly the other surrogates. Was she being
courageous or selfish? Do you think it is right or wrong to sacrifice
an individual for the good of the group?
13. S ince the royalty would perish without surrogacy, does the true
power lie with the royalty or the surrogates? Could the Auguries
be used to overthrow the royalty? How might Violet help end the
system?
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